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separate basins. This change, commenced in the Permian, ended 
by converting into dry land all European Russia except the south- 
west part of Poland. During the Middle Trias, Upper Trias, and 
Lower Jurassic, the land surface of Russia was much as now, 
except that marine beds occur in southern Poland, and Liassic beds 
in the Crimea and Caucasus. In Upper Jurassic times the sea 
again spread over a large part of Russia, probably commencing in 
the west, as is evidenced by typical Middle Jurassic strata in that 
quarter. The similarity of the fossil forms of this wide-spread 
sea, which stretched from the Arctic to the Caspian, and covered 
most of the Caucasus, to those of Western Europe indicates free 
communication. At the end of the Jurassic period the area of this 
sea became much narrowed by the advance eastward of its eastern 
coast line, yet still communicated with the Jurassic waters of West- 
ern Europe until the Upper Volga stage. During the Lower 
Cretaceous only a narrow belt of sea divided the land of Europe 
from that of Asia towards the north, and this belt disappeared in 
the Upper Cretaceans, at which period, however, the loss was more 
than compensated for by the submersion of almost the whole of 
Southern Russia. During the older Tertiary the northern boun- 
dary of this sea advanced southwards. In Miocene times the 
regions around the Caspian and Black Seas formed part of the 
Mediterranean and Sarmatian basins, the latter extending eastward 
to or beyond the present Aral Sea. Lastly, in Post-Pliocene times, 
the Aralo-Caspian basin covered a large area northward of the 
Caspian, while the ice of the Glacial Period swept downward from 
the north over by far the greater part cf European Russia, almost 
reaching the Aralo-Caspian basin. W. N. L. 
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